While a country can have endowments that determine growth, the trajectory it follows to get there is shaped by the actions of elites.
Elites have a huge impact on the outcomes of development, and their behavior is a decisive mechanism that explains how societies use their endowments and design their institutions.
Currently, however, there has yet to be a systematic exploration of how and why elites make the choices they do. Literature on elites is fragmented within disciplines, and complicated by the fact that economic development is both a product and a generator of elites. 
